REGISTRATION AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: INSTRUCTIONS

Topic: Jews from Arab Countries: Interview and Research

Subject Areas: Communication skills; Israel Studies, AnalyticaigRer Order
Thinking, Reading, Writing

Type of Lesson Follow Up Assignment/Project

GOALS

1. Students will explore the plight and flight of Jeiwssarious Arab countries; and

2. Students will collect registration data fré@@ephardi-MizrahJewish interviewees.

OBJECTIVES

1. Students will recognize the long and varied existenf Jewish communities in
Arab countries before Jews were displaced,;

2. Students will comprehend the losses suffere8dgphardi-Mizrahdew in having to
leave their homes in their place of birth;

3. Students will gain interview and/or research skéisher by conducting interviews or
in-depth research).

POTENTIAL ACTIVITY # 1: Interview and Registration

As one follow up assignment or project, for thobéedo, students can interview a
Sephardi-MizrahiJew who came from an Arab country. This could bgoae the
students know - a family member; a teacher at dclaomember of their synagogue;
etc.
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MATERIALS FOR ACTIVITY # 1

1. Introduction and Registration Form with instrans (See below, this section, p. 26 )

2. Pre-Interview training material; (See belowsthéection, p. 28 )

3. Interview Set-Up and Outline; (See below, tlest®n, p. 30)

4. List of questions for students to conductitherview. (See below, this section, p. 31 )
POTENTIAL ACTIVITY # 2:

RESEARCH ON COUNTRY PROFILES

Students can conduct meaningful research on thetyaof experiences for Jews and
Jewish communities in up to 10 different Arab coiast

The teacher can divide the class into small grdtgesh group could chose one of 10
Arab countries — Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Tunisigypt, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
Yemen, Aden. Each has a different Jewish histotythicommonality throughout is the
displacement of Jews from these countries. Frono dp000,000 Jews at the turn of the
century, fewer than 7,000 Jews remain in all thhesd countries today.

The groups could research:

a. Life asit Was (before the ?O:entury);

b. Changing Times (Plight of Jews under Muslim rule)

c. Flight and Displacement (From their country atloy; and
d. Resettlement (Rebuilding new lives In Israel alséwhere).

If possible, each group can then give their refmthe class during Session Il.

MATERIALS FOR ACTIVITY # 2

An outline on how to research and prepare arftgloutline” for presentation to the class
(See below, this section, p. 33)

Webography listing sites that provide informatan the history and the life of Jews in
different Arab countries (See below, this sectpri34 )
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ACTIVITY # 1: INTRODUCTION AND REGISTRATION FORM

For Students Able to Interview a Sephardi-Mizrahew

Dear Student:

Just imagine -- by doing one task, you can maleahdifference by recording Jewish
history and ensuring rights for Jews from Arab does.

How’s that possible?Simply, you and thousands of other students ardob@ world
are collecting the personal stories of Jews wheweplaced from Arab countries.
This information is being gathered to record aresprve the history of the hundreds
of thousands of Jews who were forced to flee th&iive homes in Arab countries.

Why is this important?As you learned from the filmr'he Forgotten Refugeestie
word ‘refugees’ in the context of the Middle Easisninclude the over 850,000 Jews
uprooted since 1948 from thousands of Jewish contrasn Their families had lived
in the region for 2,500 years -- fully a 1,000 ywebefore the advent of Islam.

They were forgotten but now it is only fair thaethewish refugees’ stories be told.
Their history and cultural contributions shouldrbeognized and celebrated, too.
And this is what this activity is all about.

How then can you help accomplish this go&l@llow the interview outline that will
be provided to you. It should help you — and thesge you interview -- get the most
out of the discussion. It is important to rememntbet there is a dual focus for the
interview:

1. The interview and the interviewees — the collectbtheir information; and

2. Collecting your reactions to share with the class

Good luck — and thank you.
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“‘; REGISTRATION FORM

Arab
Countries

Sephardic Jews in 20 countries are now recordieg tamily histories and registering the
communal and individual losses of Jewish refugeles were uprooted from Arab countries.
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Completed registration forms will be hand delivetedsrael’sMinistry of Justicevhere they will be catalogued an
preserved. When and if necessary, the informatadheged may be used as the factual basis necdssasyert the

rights of Jewish refugees displaced from Arab coestand Iran. All information will remain strictlyonfidentialat
all times.

Please fill out and mail this Registration Form to

JUSTICE FOR JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 15 West 16th Street 6'" FI. New York, NY 10011 USA
Phone: 917-606-8262 - Fax: 212-294-8348 - E-Mail: info@justiceforjews.com
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PRE-INTERVIEW TRAINING: HOW TO CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW

1. How to prepare for this (and any) intervieBy previewing the material and gaining some
information about the person and his/ her countryrigin, you'll be able to ask more
intelligent and relevant questions; respond thoudjiitto any questions the interviewee
might pose; and later reflect deeply about thermfttion you heard. It is important to:

Practice succinctly describing the purpose of titerview If you can’t say it, you
don’t understand it.

Outlinein your mind and concretely statee type of information you hope to get by the
end of the interview

Review the registry form.

Call beforeto set the appointment and then again to confi@rappointment [pre-call
script forthcoming: e.g. who you are; what you @eng; why you are calling them;
how long it will take; why their participation i® smportant, etc.]

Preview the materialTo better understand what is being mentionedhaue to do
some preparation about the topic in general (reaigtnals ) and the person being
interviewed:

i. For example, if you know from which country the s fled, review specific
material related to that country to familiarize yself with names, words,
history, etc.

il. In addition to the questions on the registry fojphdown a few questions about
which you are curious or that were generated byrthterial preview or the
video, BUT

Go in with your ears open and without pre-conceystio

Be especially aware of your personal appearancgamming. If you want people to
think you are on a serious mission, consider ehérgtthrough their eyes: dress,
demeanor, manner of speech. Act like a seriou®pers an important missior¥ou
are representing your school and undertaking anartgnt responsibility.

2. How to relate to intervieweeBerech eretzpoliteness, attentiveness, responsiveness,
seriousness of purpose are the qualities of a guedviewer. Always be friendly,
respectful, and pleasant. These attributes clgnemsure your success in collecting the
needed information. And a good sense of humomatamhelp. Therefore:

Always treat the interviewees with the utmoetpect
Listen Really listen.
Respondo hid her questions and concerns (See attached Frequeskibd Questions

3. Tips on conducting the interview:

Be promptBeing late is just plain annoying and interfereghwour ability to build

trust with an informant.

If you are going to be late, call to let the imf@nt know. Most informants understand
that some delays cannot be avoided.

Be preparedArrive with all materials ready to use (other tltanckly setting up the
tape recorder, if you use one).

If you plan to record the interview, first ask héormant if he or she minds your doing
so. Only after the informant provides permissioawst you turn on the tape recorder.
Begin the interview by repeating the purpo3énen ask the questions.
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Also: Interviewing successfully is a gentle art, so
Don’t jump right into the questiondViake some small talk to make the interviewee --
and yourself -- more comfortable.
Listen to the tone of the intervieweg@ce to know when to get into it and whether to
push even more.
Always ask questiondon’t make speeches.
Avoid "double-barreled” questions, that is, quastithat really ask two things at once,
such as "Were you in a Jewish School and did yatinef own a store?"
Avoid negatives in questions; focus, instead, @pbsitive. Negative questions are
also easily misunderstood.
Use clear — and, if necessary, simple langusgéhat your interviewee will understand
your questions and terms, and be prepared to pravidear definition.
Actively listen to what the participant sayeople provide you with information when
they believe that you are listening to them.
Whenever possible, use the informants own wordsrasans of reflecting back their
own responses to encourage further discussioreX@mple, suppose the informant
told you that "We often felt in danger.”

& # I (#
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Take notes, but also look at the informant.
Before closing the interview, summarize the maintpavith the informant to verify
that you correctly understand the information pded.
Review the material on the regisform to confirm you have it right.
Say thank yowhen you are finished and even send a thank yatodhe home
afterwards.

4. How to make sure the information is usabl2ata that is not able to passed on is useless,
and a waste of your time and that of the intervievee:
Write legibly.
If you hear a word you do not understand, make guask for a clarification.
Get the spelling right (it can make the different@roving the person’s rights)
Make sure that the registry kit is filled out comielly

5. And how to learn even more!!!
Focus on the information from the interviewe@nly afterwards jot down your
reactions, including: what new thing did you leaminat did you not expect.
Transcribe your notes

6. What to do with the information once you get it
Review the form to make sure it is complete andbleg
Return it to teacher
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INTRODUCTION FOR INTERVIEWER AND INTERVIEWEE

The International Rights and Redress Campaign awasched with the support of the Jewish
leadership of 16 countries. The campaign seeks to:

(1) Record and publicize the mass violations ahan rights suffered by Jews under
Arab regimes; and

(2) Document the loss of extensive communal agdligidual assets. Once collected, the
documentation will be catalogued and preserved Bpecial unit in Israel’s Ministry
of Justice.

Once collected, this documentation will be catadshby a special unit in Israel’'s Ministry of
Justice, established to assert the rights of JemwsArab countries.

It is imperative for anyone who was displaced framArab country, or their descendents, to
register their stories and record their loses. dfdo not do so now, before memories fade
and living witnesses pass on, this important phdewish history and Sephardic legacy will
be lost forever.

Why is it important now to register the family narratives and losses of Jews who were
displaced from Arab countries?

1) If Sephardi-MizrahiJews don't tell their story, who will? Our childr@nd grandchildren
need to know where our people came from and wiest lived through.

2) Only 30% of those who left Arab countries are dliVe to tell their stories. This is our
last, best chance to record this period of Jewiskory; to ensure that the story and
legacy of 3,500 years ofSephardi-MizrahiJewish life in the Middle East, North Africa
and the Gulf is not lost forever.

3) We must collect the evidence to prove false thogte Arab world who claim that there
were never any large Jewish communities; that Jesve treated well; and that they left
of their own free will. We must refute these ditibns of history.

4) We must register the testimonies and preserve terce that will comprise any future
claims for reparations for the individual and conmal properties and other assets that were
expropriated and/or lost.

5) We must ensure justice for Jewish refugees frombArauntries, for no peace can be
reached without recognition of, and redress foe, @iprooting of centuries-old Jewish
communities and the displacement of up to one onillews from North Africa, the Gulf
and the Middle East.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR INTERVIEWS

. Please tell me your name as you use it here iliBeand as you were called in
your home country.

. Where were you born and when?

. Who lived with you, Parents, grandparents, siblimgsended family? What were
their names? Who lived near you in your family? Hawaway?

. Where did your family live? In what city and whaighborhood?

. What was the neighborhood like? Please descriioenite. What did it look like,
what were the sounds?

. What was your favorite food as a child? FavoritegdbWho did you play with?
What was your favorite thing to do as a child? Véh&as your favorite place?
What was your favorite Jewish Holiday?

. Who taught you to read, do skilled things (sewtanking, fixing things, playing
games)?

. What school(s) did you attend? How were you treatesthool as a Jew?

. What was religious life like for you? Did your fampractice Judaism through
synagogue worship? Would you consider your fanskirailated?

10.What business was your family in, how did theakma living?

11 How were your relationships with the neighbors?isbwand Muslim?

12.What happened to your family as you grew upnaigg their business, relations

with officials and neighbors?

13.What made your family leave the country? Howydid leave?

14.How much time did you have to leave? Were yda &bsell or give away

personal items? Who did you sell or give them to?

15.What was the most difficult part of leaving? W& you miss most immediately

after you left? What do you still miss?

16.What pictures, documents, papers do you have #mhelp you remember what

life was like, what you or your family owned andatlyou did?
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17. Where did you go? Did you stay in Israel, in tramsition camps? What was that
like? How long were you there? Why did you leave?

18. If interviewee is from Iragi — Ask about tik@rhoud

19. If interviewee is from Egypt — Ask about Prisomzs

20. If interviewee is from Libya - Ask about Riots

21. Ask about their recollections of living in thefiddle East. What do you
remember about 1948, Israel’s establishment, 12&& Eanal and Sinai, 1967 —

6 day war ,and 1973 Yom Kippur war. What wase? What happened to
you? What did you see? What did people say to you?

MAKE SURE EVERY INTERVIEWEE
FILLS OUT TO REGISTRATION FORM
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Activity # 2: HOW TO PREPARE A ‘COUNTRY PROFILE’

Students will research and present a ‘country l@'adin one of the 10 Arab countries in
which Jews lived in North Africa, the Middle Easidathe Gulf region. A listing of
appropriate websites by country is provided tosaistudents in this task.

This following suggested order can be useful fackeng and discussion purposes.
However, it can be noted that, especially duringggls one and two, there was great
overlap and a long history of second-class citibgns

Among the issues to be addressed in a ‘countrylerofclude:

| Phase 1: Life As it Was — Before the"2@&ntury |

When and how did Jews arrive in the country?

How many Jews lived there at the turn of the ce/tin 19407 Today?
Describe Jewish life in Arab countries?

What roles did they play in society economic, ficdi, cultural, etc.

What are the important contributions of Sephardefélni Jews to
Judaism?

Phase 2: Changing Jewish Life under Muslim Rule

Concept oDhimmi
Discrimination against Jews
Pogroms

Expulsions

Phase 3: Flight and Displacement — Life in tHe@éntury

Why did Jews decide to leave?
When did they leave?

How did they leave?

What were they able to bring out?

Phase 4: Resettlement — Building New Lives indseand Elsewhere

Where did they go?

How were they received in their new country?
What hardships did they have to endure?
How are they faring today?
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WEBOGRAPHY: COUNTRY SPECIFIC REFERENCE MATERIAL

Aden Article on the Jews of Irag and the countnAdén.
http://www.dangoor.com/issue76/articles/76019.htm

Aden Photos from the final days of the Jewish comitguat Aden.
http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~kraut/Family Photos/pagestittml

Algeria Personal narrative of an Algerian Jew.
http://www.jimena.org/Benhamou.htm

Algeria Story of the Jews of Algeria from the Museaf the Diaspora.
http://www.bh.org.il/lcommunities/Archive/Oran.asp

Algeria Basic information on Jewish life in Algeria
http://www.kosherdelight.com/Algeria.htm

Algeria Lists of Jewish Voters from Algeria.
http://www.sephardicstudies.org/constantine.html

Egypt 20" Century exodus of Jews from Egypt.
http://www.hsje.org/second_exodus.htm

Egypt Displacement information and statistics afgdé&om Arab countries.
from the Historical Society of Jews from Egypt.
http://www.hsje.org/displacement_of Jews from_A@btm

Egypt Newsletters, publications, photos and infaromaabout the Jews of
Egypt. created by thiaternational Association of Jews from Egypt
WwWw.iajegypt.org

Iran Article on Jewish life in Persia.
http://www.sefarad.org/publication/Im/049/html/p&detml

Iran History of the Jews of Persia.
http://www.parstimes.com/history/jews_persia.html

Iran The Jews of Iran.
http://www.sephardicstudies.org/iran.html

Iraq Site about Iragi Jews that left Baghdad dutive'60s and ‘70s.
http://www.samba.co.il/iraqgijews/

Iraq ‘The Scribe’ is an online journal of Iraqgi/Bdbnian Jewish history.
http://www.dangoor.com/scribe.html

Iraq Article on the Jews of Iraq and the countnAden.
http://www.dangoor.com/issue76/articles/76019.htm

Libya A reference list of books about the Jews iblyh. http://www-
geography.berkeley.edu/projectsresources/libyadoitiml

Libya Explanation of the history of Jews from Libwéth testimonies,

newsletters and cultural artifactgtp://geoimages.berkeley.edu/libyajé

PW
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Morocco Article on the Jews of Morocco
http://www.sefarad.org/publication/Im/017/morocdmh

Morocco A long list of links about the Jews of Moco.
http://rickgold.home.mindspring.com/links1.htm#Mocan%20Jews

Morocco Focusing on the history, culture and sygags of Jewish Morocco.
http://www.jewishglobe.com/morocco

Morocco Jewish life in Fez, Morocco.
http://www.bh.org.il/lcommunities/Archive/Fez.asp

Morocco Article by the WZO on Morocco.
http://www.wzo.org.il/en/resources/view.asp?id=1446

Sudan Book on the Jews of Sudan.
http://www.orthohelp.com/geneal/book.htm

Syria Well written article on the history of thendeof Aleppo, Syria.
http://www.manfredlehmann.com/sieg292.html

Tunisia Article on modern-day Tunisian Jews.
http://lexicorient.com/tunisia/hara_kbira.htm

Tunisia Academic paper on the Jews of Tunisia.
http://www.u.arizona.edu/%7Eshaked/Tunisia/Jewd.htm

Tunisia Tunisian-Jewish culture
http://www.harissa.com/accueileng.htm

Yemen Well written article on the history of thevdeof Yemen.
http://www.manfredlehmann.com/sieg282.html

Yemen Religious and cultural information on the iddwvcommunity from
Yemen.http://www.chayas.com/

Yemen Site about Temani Heritage, presenting arvixe of life for the Jews

from Yemen http://www.temaniheritage.org.uk/history.html
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