
DECLARATION OF EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF RABBIS ON 

JEWISH REFUGEES FROM ARAB COUNTRIES

WHEREAS
· When   the   ‘refugee  issue’  is   discussed    within  the  context  of  the  Middle   East, 
people invariably refer to Palestinian refugees, not Jews displaced from Arab countries; 

· On two occasions the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) ruled that Jews fleeing from Arab countries were ‘bona fide’ refugees who “fall within the mandate of (the UNHCR) office”. Yet, there was virtually no international response to the plight of close to 900,000 Jews who, since 1948, have been displaced from Arab countries;
· It would be an injustice to recognize the rights of Palestinian refugees without recognizing equal rights for former Jewish refugees from Arab countries;

· The legitimate call to secure rights and redress for Jews who were forced to flee Arab countries is not a campaign against Palestinian refugees; nor is it about launching legal proceedings to seek compensation. It is an initiative to ensure that the plight of former Jewish refugees from Arab countries be placed on the international political agenda as a quest for truth and justice and that their rights be secured as a matter of law and equity.
· No just, comprehensive Middle East peace can be reached without recognition of, and redress for, the uprooting, under Islamic regimes, of centuries-old Jewish communities in the Middle East and North Africa;  
· The Israeli Cabinet, in March 2002 and December 2003, called for efforts “to gather information, data, claims and documents... (and) record details of Jewish private and communal property in Arab countries and the denial of their rights”. Without this data, no one will be able to effectively and credibly assert the rights of former Jewish refugees from Arab countries.  

· In an initiative of Justice for Jews from Arab Countries, leadership from some 72 Diaspora Jewish communities launched, in March 2007, an International Rights and Redress Campaign that is examining the mass violations of human rights (e.g. murder; arbitrary arrest and detention; torture; stripping of citizenship; seizure of property; etc.); and catalogue the loss of extensive communal and individual assets. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE EUROPEAN BOARD OF RABBIS
1)
Support the call for the International Rights and Redress Campaign whose goals are:
a)  To conduct an international advocacy and public education campaign on the heritage and rights of former Jewish refugees from Arab countries; and

b)  To document the mass violations of human rights of Jews who were forced to flee from Arab countries and catalogue the loss of their communal and individual assets.

2) Call upon Rabbis and Synagogue leaders to support the International Rights and Redress Campaign by encouraging all Synagogues to organize programs for the members, and to assist in collecting testimonials on the history and heritage of Jews in the Middle East and North Africa and their subsequent displacement from Arab countries.

3) Encourage Synagogues to participate in a variety of ways:

· Arrange for an article to appear in the Synagogue Bulletin and/or special mailing on the need to collect testimonials from members whose families originated from Arab countries;
· Social Action Committee could organize a lecture, film screening, exhibit posters, pictures, charts, etc. in public areas; 
· Organize a synagogue-wide effort to assist in the collection of individual ‘testimonials’ from Jews who fled from Arab countries who live in the community;
· Promote the involvement of young people in this Jewish communal effort through the Synagogue youth groups or through the regional synagogue youth movements; and 
· Post information on the Synagogue’s website on the urgent need to collect testimonials and to provide a link to the website of the International Rights and Redress Campaign where individuals could get more information and download the Testimonial/ Claims Forms.

