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Bipartisan US House resolution 185 would declare Jewish, Palestinian 1948 refugees equal
April 3, 2008, 8:52 AM (GMT+02:00)

It was introduced Tuesday by Reps. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Joseph Crowley (D-NY) and Mike Ferguson

(R-NJ).

From 1948, 850,000 Jews were attacked, dispossessed and expelled from 10 Arab lands, where some Jewish communities had existed

for 2,500 years. The number of Jewish refugees exceeds Arab refugees from Israel by more than 100,000 (United Nations Conciliation

Commission, October 23, 1950).

All prior UN resolutions referred only to Arab refugees. The new nonbinding resolution affirms for the first time that the U.S.

government must now recognize that all victims of the Arab-Israeli conflict must be treated equally. It further urges that, as a member of

the Middle East Quartet, the President and U.S. officials ensure that any reference to Palestinian refugees must henceforth "also include a

similarly explicit reference to the issue of Jewish refugees from Arab countries."
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