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Introducing Justice for Jews from Arab Countries 
 
 

hen the ‘refugee issue’ is discussed within the context of the Middle East, people invariably 
refer to Palestinian refugees, not Jews displaced from Arab countries. Neither the mass 
violations of human rights nor the displacement of Jews from Arab countries has ever been 

adequately addressed by the international community. 
 
Beginning in 1999, research was conducted on the subject of Middle East refugees. Important new 
evidence was discovered on the legal status of Jewish refugees from Arab countries and the state 
sanctioned nature of repression that led Jews to be displaced from their ancestral places of birth. This 
information and documentation was brought to the attention of Israeli leaders.  
 

Israel’s longstanding position on the rights and claims of Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries is clearly delineated in Government Decision n.34, enacted on September 28, 
1969 and subsequently updated on March 3, 2002, the Israeli Government enacted 
Decision n. 1544, which reaffirmed the need for 
“...research and registration with the objective of 
gathering legal material on damages to property and the 

persecution of Jews... who left all Arab states and Iran.”  

Owing to the need for action, Justice for Jews from Arab Countries 
(JJAC) was launched at a press conference outside the United Nations 
on Sept. 30, 2002. 
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AUSPICES  

 
 Justice for Jews from Arab Countries was founded in 2002 by the Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations, the American Sephardi Federation, the World Jewish Congress and the 
World Organization of Jews from Arab Countries. 

 
 Today, JJAC is a coalition of 77 Jewish communities and organizations in 20 countries, operating under 

the auspices of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, and the 
American Sephardi Federation in partnership with the American Jewish Committee, the American 
Jewish Congress, the Anti-Defamation League, B’nai B’rith International, the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs and the World Sephardic Congress. 

 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To ensure that justice for Jews displaced from Arab countries assumes its rightful place on the 
international political agenda and that their rights be secured as a matter of law and equity. 

 
GOALS 
 

I) To educate public opinion on the plight and flight of Jews resident for centuries in the Middle 
East, North Africa and the Gulf region; and 

 
II)  to advocate on behalf of, and seek rights and redress for, Jewish refugees from Arab countries.   

 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF JUSTICE FOR JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES:  2002 – 2007 
 

Justice for Jews from Arab Countries has managed to recruit the participation of virtually every major 
Jewish community and organization to work on behalf of the rights of Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries. Perhaps JJAC’s most significant accomplishment is having returned the issue of Jews from Arab 
countries to the agenda of the Middle East. Since its inception, JJAC has prioritized four program areas. 
The following are some of JJAC’s accomplishments:  
 

1) Political Representations 
 
The objective is to ensure that the rights of Jews displaced from Arab countries are recognized by 
relevant governments and addressed in any political discussions on ‘Middle East refugees.’ 

 
Formal representations on rights and redress for Jews displaced from Arab countries have been made to 
Ministers; Members of Congress and Parliaments; and senior Administration officials in the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Italy, Russia, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission.  



��

 

 
 

  
 
May 2007 – JJAC appears before the House Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia. 
Chairman Gary Ackerman (D-NY) told how Jews lost their: “entire businesses, not just their 
personal assets, but the property of entire communities; and most painful of all, not only did 
they lose their personal dignity and security, but their entire national identity.”  

 
June 2007 – JJAC testifies at Congressional Human Rights Caucus, where members learned 
that Palestinians are not the only Middle East refugees. Caucus co-chair Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-FL) declared: “Jews who were born in Arab countries have lost their resources, their 
homes, their heritage and their heritage sites.”  
 
March 2008 – JJAC testifies at United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva. There, two 
JJAC Steering Committee members testified. This included Regina Bublil-Waldman, co-
Founder of Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North Africa (JIMENA) (originally from 
Libya) and Sylvain Abitbol, Co-President of the Canadian Jewish Congress (originally from 
Morocco).  
 
April 2008 – Congress approves Resolution 185 supporting rights for Jews from Arab 
countries. The Resolution grants first-time-ever recognition to Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) stated, “It is simply not right to recognize the rights of 
Palestinian refugees without recognizing the rights of Jewish refugees.” 
 
June 2008 – JJAC organized a briefing in British Parliament for members of the House of 
Lords and House of Commons. The briefing was convened in association with the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews. The Parliamentary briefing was an initial step to assess the most 
appropriate role that the UK should play in seeking to resolve issues affecting all Middle East 
refugees. British Labour Party parliamentarian Louise Ellman pledged that, "the issue will now 
be raised [in Parliament] and ministers made aware of it."  
 
July 2008 – A first-ever hearing in the European Parliament was organized by the European 
Friends of Israel and B'nai B'rith in association with JJAC. Edwin Shuker, a UK resident and 
President of JJAC, gave a detailed account of the "black period" that his family suffered 
through in Iraq under the nationalist Baathist regime. He said, "In passing Resolution 185 the 
US congress recognized this and we appeal to the European Parliament to deliver a similar 
message.” 
 
November 2008 – To undertake major initiatives in Israel, including a national conference, in 
2009, on the rights of Jewish refugees from Arab countries, JJAC has contracted with The 
Atlantic Forum of the Inter Disciplinary Center Herzlia, to serve as JJAC’s affiliate in Israel. 



��

 
    2)     Public Education 

 
The objective is to undertake public education programs targeting the media; Governments; Jewish 
communal leadership and communities; and the general public-at-large. .  
 

JJAC conducted primary research on the plight and flight of Jews from Arab countries and prepared 
resource materials that have been distributed worldwide to tens of thousands of recipients, including: 
government officials, the media, Jewish leadership, synagogues, schools, etc.   
 
Internationally, JJAC co-sponsored and/or participated in 
conferences and other public programs on Jewish refugees 
from Arab countries, attended by thousands of people in 
numerous countries, including the US; Canada (Montreal, 
Toronto); Brazil (Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo); Argentina, 
France (Paris); Great Britain (London); Italy (Rome), 
Belgium (Brussels), Switzerland (Geneva) and Israel. 
 
JJAC created a classroom instructional program entitled: “The Forgotten Refugee Educational Unit” which 
encompasses lessons drafted for use by middle school and high school aged students in both formal and 
informal educational settings. The Educational Unit includes a 15 minute version of The David Project's 
film The Forgotten Refugees which is to be used as part of the curriculum. The Educational Unit is intended 
to educate and engage students by introducing the narrative of the Jews from Arab countries, and restoring it 
to its rightful place within Jewish literacy; and presenting a fact based, historical context for the 2,500 saga 
of Jews in Arab countries in which to better understand the current Arab-Israeli situation. 
 
JJAC launched a media campaign at press conferences in New York, London and Jerusalem. Subsequently, 
numerous articles on Jewish refugees from Arab countries have appeared in over 150 general and Jewish media 
outlets in the US, Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Israel and in the Arab world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the USA, hundreds of programs and lectures on Jewish 
refugees from Arab countries have been conducted, educating 
thousands of people in many cities including:  Baltimore, Boca 
Raton, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Los Angeles, 
Miami, Milwaukee, New York City, Philadelphia, San Diego, 
San Francisco, Seattle, Washington, D.C., and West Orange 
NJ. 
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3) International Rights and Redress Campaign  
 
The objective of the International Rights and Redress Campaign (IRRC) is to record family histories, and 
register losses, suffered by Jewish refugees from Arab countries.  
 

Registration efforts are taking place, with varying degrees of success, in the United States, France, Israel, Canada, 
the U.K. and Brazil with sporadic efforts in other countries.   

  
4) Research on Rights and Redress 

 
The objective is to examine all potential legal options to secure rights and redress for Jewish refugees 
from Arab countries.    

 
In 2003, a Working Group of internationally respected legal experts, chaired by Professors Irwin Cotler and 
David Matas, detailed the definitive basis, under international law, for the rights and claims of Jews 
displaced from Arab countries. Based on this research, JJAC developed persuasive legal and political 
positions which have been utilized in all political representations and public documents.  

 
In November of 2007, JJAC released a Report entitled: 

 
“Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries: 

The Case for Rights and Redress.” 
 

The Report, which generated significant media coverage, contains 
documents that revealed evidence of collusion among Arab countries 
to persecute and displace their Jewish populations; and the prejudicial 
role played by the U.N. in excluding Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries from the justice and peace agenda.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A copy of the Legal Report can be 
downloaded at www.justiceforjews.com 
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Countries and Organizations (77) Participating in JJAC’s International Coalition  

 

 

Argentina  Delegacion de Asociaciones Israelitas  

Argentina Asociación Mutual Israelita Argentina 

Australia Executive Council of Australian Jewry 

Australia New South Wales-Jewish Board of Deputies 

Belgium Comite de Coord. des Org. Juives de Belgique  

Belgium Consistoire Central Israelite de Belgique 

Belgium Institut Sepharade Europeen 

Belgium The Transatlantic Insititute 

Brazil  Centro de Mídia Brasil e Israel 

Brazil  Confederação Israelita do Brasil 

Canada Association of Jews from Egypt 

Canada B’nai Brith Canada 

Canada Canadian Iraqi Community 

Canada Canadian Jewish Congress  

Canada Canadian Coun. for Israel & Jewish Advocacy 

Canada Communauté Sépharade Unifiée de Québec 

Colombia Centro Israelita de Bagota 

France  Conseil rep. des institutions juives de France 

France  Union des Patrons et Prof. Juifs de France 

Germany Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland K.d.ö.R. 

Great Britain Board of Deputies of British Jews 

Great Britain Asso. of Jews from the Mid-East and N. Africa 

Great Britain World Sephardic Congress 

Guatemala Comunidad Judía Guatemalteca 

Honduras Comunidad de San Pedro Sula 

Hungary B’nai Brith Hungary 

Italy  Unione delle Comunita Ebraiche Italiana 

Israel  Babylonian Heritage Center (Iraqis) 

Israel  World Asso. of Jews from Arab Countries 

Israel  World Association of Jews from Libya 

Mexico Comite Central de la Comunidad Judia 

Mexico Maguen David Community (Aleppo) 

Mexico Monte Sinai Community (Damascus) 

Panama Congreso Judio Panamano 

Russia  Euro-Asian Jewish Congress 

Spain  Federation of Jewish Communities of Spain 

Sweden Svensk-Israel-Information (FADIM) 

Uruguay Comité Central Israelita 

Uruguay Nueva Congregacion Israelite 

 

 

United States American Jewish Committee  

United States American Jewish Congress  

United States American Sephardi Federation  

United States Anti-Defamation League 

United States Asso. of Reform Zionists of America 

United States B’nai Brith International 

United States B’nai Zion 

United States Central Conf. of American Rabbis  

United States Conf. of Pres. of Major American Jewish Orgs. 

United States Emunah of America 

United States Hadassah 

United States Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society  

United States Hillel 

United States Historical Society of Jews from Egypt 

United States International Sephardic Leadership Council 

United States Iraqi Jewish Community in America 

United States Jewish Community Centers Association 

United States Jewish Council for Public Affairs  

United States JCRC of Boston 

United States JCRC of New York City 

United States JCRC of San Francisco 

United States JCRC of Washington, D.C. 

United States Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 

United States JIMENA 

United States Mercaz 

United States National Council of Young Israel 

United States NCSJ: Jews in Russia, Ukraine, etc. 

United States Rabbinical Assembly 

United States Rabbinical Council of America 

United States Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 

United States Syrian & Near Eastern Jewish Communities 

United States The David Project 

United States Union for Reform Judaism 

United States Orthodox Union (OU) 

United States United Jewish Communities 

United States  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

    United States Yemenite Jewish Federation of America 

    Venezuela            Congregation of IsraeliteAssociations 

 
Justice for Jews from Arab Countries is a coalition of major Jewish communal organizations operating under the auspices of the Conference of 

Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations and the American Sephardi Federation in partnership with the American Jewish Committee, 
American Jewish Congress, Anti-Defamation League, B’nai B’rith International, Jewish Council for Public Affairs and the World Sephardic Congress. 
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