International Rights and Redress Campaign

FOREWARD

When the ‘refugee issue’ is discussed within the context of the Middle East, people invariably refer to Palestinian refugees – virtually never to Jewish refugees from Arab countries. Neither the mass violations of human rights nor the displacement of up to 1,000,000 Jews from Arab countries has ever been adequately addressed by the international community.

In an historic initiative, some 20 Diaspora Jewish communities and 72 Jewish organizations on five continents are participating in the International Rights and Redress Campaign. Its goals are:

1. To conduct public education programs on the heritage and rights of former Jewish refugees from Arab countries; and

2. To register family history narratives, and catalogue communal and individual losses, suffered by Jews displaced from Arab countries.
The synagogue has a seminal role to play in the fabric of Jewish life, not only as a house of prayer, but also to activate its members, when needed, in support of issues of importance to am yisrael and medinat yisrael.

This Synagogue Program Guide provides resources and activities to assist each segment of the community - Rabbis, Synagogue Boards, Sisterhoods, Social Action Committees, Youth Groups, etc. – to conduct meaningful programs on the history of Mizrahi Jews and their displacement from Arab countries. 

It is hoped that each synagogue, each kehilah, will join with synagogues around the world in commemorating the 2,500 year heritage of Mizrahi Jews and their plight in, and flight from, countries throughout the Middle East, North Africa and the Gulf.

